
CHRONOLOGICAL OVERVIEW OF MAIN POLITICAL EVENTS
FROM 17 NOVEMBER TO 29 DECEMBER 1989 
17 November
A meeting on the 50th anniversary of students' struggle for freedom, organized by Prague university students and permitted by Czechoslovak authorities turns into an anti-regime demonstration with participation from tens of thousands of people; the demonstrations are harshly suppressed by units from the interior ministry.
18 November
Students from Prague's universities and actors from its theaters begin a weeklong sit-down strike and call on all citizens and organisations to participate in a general strike on 27 November from 12:00 to 14:00. In the following days, schools and theaters outside Prague join the call; actors and students arrange trips to the regions, where they give information on the strike's reasons and goals.
Foreign media spread a report that Martin Šmíd, a student at the Mathematics-Physics Faculty, was beaten at the Friday demonstration. With nearly 24 hours' delay, the Czechoslovak regime's media prove that the report (which in the meantime greatly accelerated the strike movement) is untrue.
19 November
The Občanské fórum [Civic Forum, or OF] is created in the evening hours in Prague's Činoherní Klub, unifying all independent initiatives, church leaders, art associations and other citizens seeking peaceful regime change through negotiation with state powers. Václav Havel, the best-known Czechoslovak dissident, becomes the informal and universally-respected head of the movement.
In Bratislava's Umělecká Beseda, an early evening public gathering of representatives of art associations, cultural institutions and universities create the Verejnosť proti násiliu [Public Against Violence, or VPN]. As with the Civic Forum, it condemns the intervention against the student demonstration and joins the strike.
20 November
The federal government and both republics' governments call on the actors and students to return immediately to their work and studies. A day later, Czechoslovak Communist Party General Secretary Miloš Jakeš appears on television with a similar call.
On Prague's Václavské náměstí, more than 100,000 citizens spontaneously demonstrate their opposition to the communist regime. At its early evening meeting, a Civic Forum committee decides that it will become the leader of the mass meetings, and calls on Federal Government Chairman Ladislav Adamec to initiate political talks by state powers with OF.
21 November
For the first time, Prime Minister Adamec meets with representatives of the protesting public, (including OF).  He promises that force will not be used on the demonstrations, and emphasizes that the societal changes taking place will not go beyond the boundaries of the socialist system.
21- 27 November
Every afternoon in Prague, Bratislava and gradually in other cities in both republics as well, peaceful anti-regime demonstrations led by OF in Bohemia and Moravia and VPN in Slovakia are held with participation of hundreds of thousands of people. The meetings decisively contribute to the rapid fall of the "old regime."
22 November
In the evening hours, the leadership of the Czechoslovak Communist Party calls off armed units of the People's Militia, who have arrived in Prague from the regions on orders of the general secretary of the party's central committee.
23 November
In the general staff of the Czechoslovak People's Army, preparations for a military intervention against opposition centers and demonstrating citizens are completed. However, the leadership of the Czechoslovak Communist Party decides a day later not to use the armed forces and resolve the situation through "political means." 
24 November
At an extraordinary meeting of the Central Committee of the Czechoslovak Communist Party, the presidency, led General Secretary Miloš Jakeš, resigns.  In his place an unknown apparatchik, Karel Urbánek (the head of the Committee for Party Work in the Czechoslovak Republic), is selected. The public does not accept the new presidency, made up in large part of compromised and unpopular politicians. The Czechoslovak Communist Party falls into even greater personnel and conceptual confusion and loses contact with the headlong development of events.
Leading activists of the Public Against Violence triumph in their televised evening dialogue over representatives of the Slovak Communist Party.
25 November
Acting on a request of the Civic Forum and Public Against Violence, Czechoslovak President Gustáv Husák releases the best-known political prisoners. Other prisoners of conscience are released in the following days and weeks.
Civic Forum leader Václav Havel appears on an evening television broadcast which was evaluated by those in the Civic Forum as not very successful and awkward.
26 November
Political talks begin between a Civic Forum delegation, led by Václav Havel and Federal Government Prime Minister Ladislav Adamec, mediated by the Most [Bridge] initiative, founded in the summer of 1989 by musician Michael Kocáb and journalist Michal Horáček. Prime Minister Adamec appears at a Prague demonstration on Letna Plain as a guest of the Civic Forum, but the gathering of citizens does not accept his speech, and he leaves the stage to whistles and the chant: "Resign!"
27 November
A general strike takes place across the country from 12:00 to 14:00, joined by a vast majority of Czech and Slovak institutions, companies, organizations and individuals. OF and VPN put their seal of approval on an "informal referendum on the Czechoslovak Communist Party's leading role in society." The slogans "End Single Party Rule" and "Free Elections" dominate in the strike.
28 November
In the second round of talks with Ladislav Adamec, the chairman of the federal government, the OF and VPN delegations, led by Václav Havel, escalate their demands: The resignation of the federal government and the creation of a transitional caretaker government; the deletion of three articles of the constitution – on the leading role of the Czechoslovak Communist Party in society and the National Front political system and Marxism-Leninism as a state ideology; the abdication by president Gustáv Husák by 10 December; the release of all political prisoners; the legalisation of OF and the allotment of buildings and space in the media for its purposes; personnel reconstruction of lawmaking bodies through the form of coopting new MPs. Prime Minister Adamec refuses the demand for the government's resignation and promises a fundamental reconstruction by Sunday 3 December 1989.  OF and VPN announce (and repeat several times in following days) that they will not take part in the forming of a new government.
29 November
The Federal Assembly of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic passes a change to the constitution deleting articles on the leading role of the Czechoslovak Communist Party in society and in the National Front, and an article on Marxism-Leninism as the state ideology. It establishes a parliamentary commission for oversight into the investigation of the events on 17 November 1989 with the participation of striking students. Federal Assembly Chairman Alois Indra – one of the boldest symbols of the liquidation of the "Prague Spring" – resigns from his position.
The Civic Forum begins regular daily broadcasts on the radio station Hvězda [Star].
A delegation from the OF Coordinating Center and VPN Coordinating Committee meets in Prague. They agree on close cooperation: "OF and VPN mutually understand each other as sovereign representatives of the Czech and Slovak civic movements," whose "common goal is to change Czechoslovakia into a democratic federation."
30 November
The Slovak National Council accepts the resignation of its chairman, Viliam Šalgovič (Czechoslovak Communist Party) and elects Rudolf Schuster (Czechoslovak Communist Party) to the position in a secret ballot.
1 December
A Civic Forum delegation, led by Václav Havel, meets in Prague with František Pitr, the chairman of the Czech government, on the reconstruction of the government of the Czech Socialist Republic. The Civic Forum requests the resignation of five ministers, but only Milan Lukeš (Czechoslovak Communist Party) is proposed as Culture Minister; it agrees that the reconstructed government be led by its current chairman.
3 December
The reconstructed federal government is presented to the public. Its makeup - 15 communists, 1 socialist, 1 People's Party member, 3 independents – causes a wave of resistance across society: The public begins to organize protest petitions and meetings. Under pressure from below, the Civic Forum refuses the government and calls on Prime Minister Adamec to carry out another, more thorough, reconstruction.
5 December
The presidency of the Czech National Council names the Czech government, made up of 8 communists, 2 socialists, 2 People's Party members and 5 independents. The OF accepts Prime Minister Pitr's call and proposes several independents; it expresses support for 8 ministers and says that the government is a definite step forward, even if its makeup does not completely correspond to the new political situation.
The Civic Forum proposes 5 candidates to the Federal Government – OF and VPN ministers were to take over responsibility for economic reform, legislation and the state's tools of power, state finance, foreign policy, labour and social affairs and ethnic minorities. But Prime Minister Adamec refuses the proposals and announces his resignation. He immediately requests OF and VPN's support for his candidacy for the office of president.
6 December
Representatives of the "expanded crisis council of KCOF" agree on Václav Havel's candidacy for the presidency. He is also supported by a delegation of VPN's crisis council, which travelled to Prague on the evening of 5 December.
A joint delegation of OF and VPN presents its vision for the makeup of the government, into which it proposed 6 ministers, to Federal Prime Minister Adamec. At the same time it announces that OF and VPN will not support Adamec's candidacy for the presidency.
7 December
Prime Minister Adamec abdicates. OF and VPN accept his proposal that the heretofore deputy prime minister, Marian Čalfa (a Slovak and member of the Czechoslovak Communist Party) become prime minister of the federal government, on the condition that their proposal for the makeup of the government be accepted and that the president be a Czech citizen and an independent.
8 December
The first round of talks "deciding political power" in the federal government are held in Prague. Representatives of OF, VPN, the Czechoslovak Communist Party (KSČ), the Socialist Youth Union (SSM), the Czechoslovak Socialist Party (ČSS), the Czechoslovak People's Party (ČSL), the Democratic Party (DS) and Freedom Party (SSL) agree on the makeup of the federal government. A delegation of OF and VPN, led by Václav Havel, put through all of their demands without any problems.
The chairmanship of the Slovak National Council (SNR) accepts the resignation of the Slovak government led by Pavel Hrivnák and 8 ministers.  With VPN's agreement, the heretofore justice minister of the Slovak Socialist Republic, Milan Čič, is charged with forming the new government.
9 December
Prime Minister-designate Čalfa gradually leads talks with leaders of KSČ, ČSS, ČSL, Obroda [Renewal] the Club for Socialist Perestroika, OF and VPN. They agree on the makeup of a federal "government of national understanding." A total count of 21 government functions are occupied by 10 communists, 2 People's Party members, 2 socialists and 7 independents. 6 ministerial seats (3 deputy prime ministers, the foreign affairs minister, finance minister and minister of labour and social affairs) fall to the Civic Forum and Public Against Violence.
10 December
Republic President Gustáv Husák names the new federal government at Prague Castle and abdicates. At a demonstration on Václavské náměstí, OF and VPN announce the candidacy of Václav Havel to the presidency. VPN supports his candidacy with the condition that Havel will remain in the presidential post only until free elections in June. It is forced to do so due to the mass support for Alexander Dubček in Slovakia and in consideration of the fact that Slovak political parties and state institutions have begun a campaign to elect him as president of the republic.
11 December
More presidential candidates are announced - Alexander Dubček (Slovak candidate), Ladislav Adamec (KSČ) a Čestmír Císař (Central Committee of the Socialist Youth Union).
In the second round of talks "deciding political powers," KSČ (supported by the Socialist Youth Union) propose direct election of the president from among multiple candidates. The OF delegation, led by Petr Pithart (supported by ČSL and ČSS) refuse this proposal and declare themselves as being for the election of the president of the Federal Assembly in accordance with the valid constitution
12 December
The presidency of the Slovak National Council names the government of the Slovak Socialist Republic, made up according to a proposal by Prime Minister-designate Milan Čič (KSČ). The government is made up of 9 independents and 6 members of KSČ. VPN delegates only Deputy Prime Minister Vladimír Ondruš as an "observer who will mediate direct information" on events in the government.
13 December
A dispute on the method of electing the president continues in the Federal Assembly. Communist MPs have an absolute majority available to them, and file a proposed referendum law, part of which includes direct elections.
Not even after a third meeting at a "round table" were the "deciding political forces" (OF, VPN, KSČ, ČSL, ČSS and SSM) able to come to agreement on the method of electing the president. The communists and Socialist Youth Union insist on direct elections, while OF, ČSL and ČSS push for election in the Federal Assembly.
15 December
Federal Govermnent Chairman Marian Čalfa (KSČ) initiates a secret meeting with Václav Havel which takes place at the Office of the Presidency of the Government in a room equipped with listening equipment. Čalfa offers Havel cooperation in pushing his presidential candidacy through. He promises that he will take care of having elections take place in the Federal Assembly, that the parliament accept Havel as the only presidential candidate and that, with consideration to Slovak public opinion, elect Alexander Dubček as Chairman of the Federal Assembly until the end of 1989.
18 December
The Czech National Council elects Jaroslav Šafařík (ČSS) as its chairman. The KSČ loses its majority in the reconstructed presidency.
19 December
In the Federal Assembly, Prime Minister Čalfa presents the federal government's programme announcement and in the name of the government names Václav Havel as the sole candidate. The programme announcement and Havel's candidacy are unanimously accepted by the parliament.
20 December
A two-day extraordinary congress of the KSČ begins in Prague, electing Ladislav Adamec as its chairman and Vasil Mohorita as the party's secretary. The congress distances itself from the current KSČ leadership and its policies, expels certain compromised politicians and apologises to "citizens who have been afflicted by wrongful repression."
22 December
During the fourth meeting at the "round table," political parties and movements come to an agreement on filling the positions of president of the republic and chairman of the Federal Assembly – the only candidates for these functions are Václav Havel and Alexander Dubček. At the same time, a key to filling freed-up mandates in the Federal Assembly and the principles of further reconstruction of lawmaking bodies are agreed to.
23 December
The first congress of the Civic Forum takes place in Prague with participation from representatives of OF in the regions, who discuss issues of the movement's internal structure and programme focus. The OF congress meets after 14 days.
Foreign ministers from the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic and Germany, Jiří Dienstbier and Hans-Dietrich Genscher, symbolically cut the barbed wire on the Czech-German border and begin work on removing border blocks.
28 December
The first wave of co-optation into emptied seats in the Federal Assembly of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic are realised at its meeting; the seats are emptied by the most-compromised MPs of the old regime. Among 23 co-opted persons is Alexander Dubček, who at the same time is voted by the plenum as the chairman of the Federal Assembly. At the same time, the Federal Assembly is reconstructed in such a way as to not give the KSČ a majority and that there be parity representation between Czechs and Slovaks and all political parties of the National Front, OF and VPN.
29 December
Václav Havel is unanimously elected president at a ceremonial meeting of the Federal Assembly of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic at Prague Castle. Students in universities and secondary schools end their strike.








