Freedom, Space and the Public 
What is the public? It's usually an abstract word – a term media strategists operate with. Only in rare moments does it transform into a visible and tangible reality. It becomes body and word, actor and medium. The last time this happened was in November 1989. Hundreds of thousands of people filled public spaces – the courtyards between factory halls, stadiums, plains, streets, squares. Thousands of signs appeared on shop windows, walls, poles and trams. The civic element and democratic speech conquered the public space, long occupied by communist power. The old regime was defeated by an invasion of bodies and words. Several slogans peeled away from the semantic explosion, slogans which gave the cataclysmic motion absolute sense. They became the icons and symbols which radiated the collective will.

Spring 68 / Fall 89 – Turning the number 68 upside down on an imaginary astronomical clock at fateful intervals creates the number 89. The clever play on the situation expresses the completion of the interrupted revolution and the achievement of historic satisfaction. 

Civic Forum – Space For Everyone - The slogan brings to mind the Civic Forum's massive initial power, but also its later fatal weakness. An attempt at a different kind of politics – nonpartisan and civic, in which each person would be responsible for their acts – was the last utopian project.

End Single-Party Government – Free Elections - The most frequently-chanted slogan created a unanimous will among the awakened public and the core of the OF programme. Today, democracy is a routine operation and elections are a necessary civic minimum. It has ceased to be a holiday.

Truth and Love Must Prevail Over Lies and Hatred - The exclamation which presidential candidate Václav Havel used to climax his speech on 10 December 1989. It was a call to moral straightening – "against violence, filth, intrigue, lawlessness, mafias, privileges and persecutions." Later it was an easy target for sarcastic invective brought on by the post-communist hangover and embarrassment about the fervor of the time.

Back to Europe - An expression of an unequivocal will to return to the luxurious Western European motorway after an unbearably long detour on Eastern Europe's broken third-class highways. The Czechs' consumerist dream was fulfilled, but does European identity mean anything else to them?

What was the role of the Czechoslovak public at the end of 1989? The crowds on the streets expressed an unpredictable sense of political reality, spiced with imaginative humour. They did not give in to their fury and become an angry mob. The large tension at the start quickly transformed into unrestrained glee - the carnival of the revolution. After the long years of totalitarian discipline, people experienced the triumphal feeling of retaking the public space. Later, the somewhat extravagant whirl of a liberated society contrasted sharply with the bitter sobering up into a post-communist reality. Nevertheless, the dream of freedom, space and the public at the end of 1989 was powerful, exciting and inspiring.
