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NATIONAL ANTHEM

Modern anthems free of religious meaning began to emerge in Europe 
from the end of the 18th century. On 21 December 1834 in the Estates 
Theatre in Prague, the song ‘Kde domov můj’ (‘Where is my home?’), 
composed by František Škroup to words by Josef Kajetán Tyl, was fi rst 
heard during the premiere of the play Fidlovačka (Spring Festival). 
After the demise of the absolutist regime in the stormy 1860s, it estab-
lished itself as the unoffi  cial Czech national anthem. In Czechoslova-
kia, on 13 December 1918 the Ministry of National Defence ordered that 
the Czech anthem always be played together with the Slovak anthem, 
‘Lightning over the Tatras’, and on 5 December 1930 the government 
issued a resolution declaring that the two songs constituted the inte-
gral Czechoslovak anthem. Under the Constitutional Act of 13 March 
1990, the fi rst verse of ‘Where is my home?’ was declared as the nation-
al anthem of the Czech Republic. 
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