PRAGUE,
CZECH
REPUBLIC

A FOREWORD BY
THE PRIME MINISTER
OF THE CZECH
REPUBLIC

Ladies and Gentlemen, the Government of the Czech Republic
considers the European Union along with its Agencies an important
project that brings peace, stability and prosperity to our region. We
firmly believe in the work EBA does for the European Union. The
Government of the Czech Republic is highly committed to supporting
the European Union’s common projects. We proudly host the European
GNSS Agency (GSA) and experiences of its employees are part of this
brochure. I personally consider the location of EBA’s seat in Prague as an
immense opportunity for the European Union as well as for the city of
Prague and all of EBA‘s employees. I believe that Prague is both a symbol
of European history as well as of its future. The position in the heart of
Europe predetermines our capital to such a role.
We are prepared to provide full support to the fulfilment of all
prerequisites required for the perfect functioning of the EBA seat in our
country. The Czech Republic offers to EBA and its employees along with
their families both the technical facilities for their work and excellent
conditions for living, leisure time and entertainment.
Bohuslav Sobotka
Prime Minister of the Czech Republic

A MESSAGE
FROM THE MAYOR
OF PRAGUE

Thank you for picking up this brochure for the purpose of considering
Prague’s candidacy as the new seat of the European Banking Authority.
It would be an honour for us to host the EBA headquarters, and choosing
Prague would be a smart choice for the EBA.
There is something to be said about living and working in the heart
of Europe, especially when a major international airport is only 20
minutes from the centre, and Berlin and Vienna are a short drive away.
Living and working in Prague means not only being connected to the
pulse of Europe, it also means living in a safe, modern, and sustainable
environment with excellent living standards. It means being immersed
in history and a lively cultural and social scene. It means benefitting
from one of Europe’s best healthcare systems, excellent education
facilities, and an immaculate public transportation network. It also
means enjoying the company of a liberal, tolerant, and diverse society,
which is already home to many prestigious global firms.
We have highlighted the main reasons to support our candidacy on
the following pages. I trust that they will provide you with all the
information you require. Should you have any further questions, my
team and I are at your service. My personal recommendation, however,
is that you come to experience Prague for yourself. Our city gates are
open and ready to welcome you.
Adriana Krnácová
Mayor of Prague

REASONS
FOR THE
CZECH
REPUBLIC

ONE OF THE
SAFEST
COUNTRIES
IN EUROPE
The Czech Republic is one of the ten safest countries in the
world. This follows from the Global Peace Index, published annually
by the Institute for Economics and Peace. The level of security is still
increasing, compared to 2015, the Czech Republic has improved by
6 places. The respect for human rights is assessed highly positively.
Likewise the potential for terrorist acts or probability of violent
demonstrations is low. As a result, the Czech Republic is one of the
most visited destinations throughout the year. Even in the current
geopolitical climate, the Czech Republic can offer you a safe stay.

HIGH
QUALITY
OF LIFE
The Czech Republic is a destination for many relocating
companies, individuals and families. It is not only a modern country
with good infrastructure and an advanced economy, but also a country
with a rich history offering a truly wide range of cultural opportunities.
Thousands of events take place in the Czech Republic every year. They
include international and local festivals of music, film and theatre, as
well as exhibitions and sporting events. The Czech Republic is a land
with a rich history that can be seen literally around every corner. Even
so, beautiful nature and nature reserves are just a short ride away from
Prague. The Czech Republic is internationally well known for its high
standard of affordable medical care and number of international clinics.

GREAT
TRANSPORT
ACCESSIBILITY
Thanks to its ideal location in the heart of Europe, Prague is
easily accessible to travellers from almost all places of the world. From
Vaclav Havel Airport Prague, which is one of the busiest in Europe, 58
airlines fly to 121 destinations in 43 countries, including Member States
of the European Union. Every year 11 million passengers pass through
its gates. Václav Havel Airport Prague is an IATA Eagle Award holder.
Reaching the city centre from the airport by taxi is a matter of minutes,
or half an hour by bus or car.
Approximate duration of flights to just some of the Member States’ capital
cities:
Prague – Rome
Prague – Berlin
Prague – Madrid
Prague – Paris
Prague – London

1 h 50 min
55 min
3h
1 h 50 min
2h

4 flights a day
4 flights a day
2 flights a day
6 flights a day
9 flights a day

The network of Czech motorways and expressways, efficiently
connecting Prague with other cities throughout Europe, is continually
being developed. To this date, approximately 887 kilometres of these
top-class roads have been built and the total length is due to reach
2,100 kilometres. The Czech Republic has the highest density of rail
infrastructure among the EU Member States. The transit railway
corridors that connect trunk railway lines to the main European railway
lines are undergoing priority modernisation.

Approximate duration of flights from Prague

REASONS
FOR
PRAGUE

Prague is the most popular tourist and congress destination
in the Czech Republic. This monumental city on the banks of the Vltava
river is known practically all over the world and ranks among the
most beautiful European cities. Prague has always been not only the
crossroads of the most important business trips but also the cultural
and political centre of Europe. Charles Bridge, one of the main sights,
symbolizes the historical connection of the East with the West, thanks to
which Prague became a place where elements of Slavic, German, French
and Jewish culture were combined to create a picturesque city with
a unique atmosphere and charm.
Organizing major international events here has a long tradition.
Recently Prague hosted a unique high-level conference on European
security and defence, opened by the Prime Minister and European
Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker. Prague is simply an ideal
place for people to meet.
The City of Prague offers excellent infrastructure, including
excellent transport links, one of the best public transport systems in
Europe, office premises and hotel accommodation. Prague is a city
of contrasts. Serene green islands on the river and tranquil parks
draping the city’s seven hills are just steps away from the countless
architectural treasures and the bustling street life of the city center.
Since our previous experience with GSA agency, we realize the needs
of EBA for proper congress and conference capacities along with
sufficient accommodation capacities. Prague’s excellent transport
system is a remarkable time saver as well. Prague is a city favoured by
expats including a significant British and Italian community. Simply
put, Prague offers diverse and open minded modern communities and
excellent living conditions and amenities.

LOCATION
Prague’s location offers various trips to neighboring countries
and their gorgeous cities – Berlin, Dresden, Vienna, Bratislava, Wroclaw
or the beautiful Czech countryside, national parks and vineyards.

TRANSPORT
Public transport is something Prague can be also proud
of. Compared to other capital cities it’s cheap, efficient and highly
integrated. Some say it’s the best organized public transport system
in the whole world. Thanks to the city‘s public transport system, you
can get everywhere in just a few minutes. It perfectly covers even the
furthest hidden corner of Prague almost non-stop. The night transport
system works in intervals of 15 minutes (around the centre) and 30
minutes or more (towards the suburbs of Prague). Prague also has
three international railway stations and bus stations linked to metro
stations. The highway system connects it with other major European
destinations.
In addition, Prague is a green city suitable for walking because it
offers a great number of tourist attractions on a small area. Museums,
restaurants, monuments, relaxation and entertainment - all at your
fingertips.

SAFE AND
MODERN
CITY
Prague ranks among the safest cities in Europe. The proposed
EBA seat is located in the centre of Prague. It is a safe, peaceful area,
which is accessible from all parts of the city. The large number of
international and local conferences and summits, all of them completely
trouble-free, which have been held in Prague, demonstrate the
fundamental importance that Prague attaches to security. The national
police force co-operates with the metropolitan police to ensure the high
level of security. Prague is highly active also in respect of traffic safety,
environmental protection and crime prevention. EBA experts and their
family members will find peaceful conditions for living, working and
recreation in Prague.

EDUCATION
Prague has a great selection of international and multi-lingual
and European-oriented educational institutions – from preschools to
universities. Prague is a home to one of the oldest universities in Europe
Charles University, founded in 1348. Foreigners can use the services of
foreign-language schools and international educational institutions
operating in Prague. A detailed selection of international schools in
Prague can be found at: www.eba-for-prague.eu

LIVING
COSTS
Living costs in the Czech Republic are considered to be
affordable and low compared to most European cities. Average rent
is €800 (month/70m2). Prague boasts a broad range of furnished and
unfurnished housing for expatriates and their families, ranging from
centrally located apartments to spacious villas in leafy suburbs.

EXPERIENCE
WITH
HOSTING GSA
The Czech Republic has extensive experience with hosting the
GNSS Agency and wants to use this experience for the well-being of EBA
employees and their families. We offer a variety of benefits both cultural
and practical for everyday enjoyment. We will set up a contact point in
the proposed EBA building, the sole purpose of which will be to help EBA
employees and their families with relocation and to provide support in
their day to day activities.

ASK
THE GSA
EMPLOYEES

We asked Mr. Gian Gherardo Calini (Head of Market
Development at the GSA) a few questions regarding his relocation to
Prague and about his experience of living in Prague as a GSA employee.
You can find his answers below.
Dear Mr. Calini, You have been working for GSA in Prague since 2012.
What were your fears and expectations, when you found out GSA is
going to move from Brussels to Prague?
I had an advantage of knowing Prague ahead of living here. I visited
Prague in 2004. However, even after I settled down here, I kept
discovering new beauties. I knew very well the fascinating history about
Prague and the Czech cultural traditions, including its marvellous
music. In addition, I was aware of the strong Czech industrial tradition
and economic strength in the early 20th century. The perception of the
average European citizen can be that Prague is in Central Europe rather
than in Western Europe. This is a prejudice. In Prague you feel like in an
EU capital and in a multi-cultural environment.
Today, after almost 5 years of residence in Prague, how do you evaluate
your life here?
Public transport is perfectly organized. As private transport is concerned

few EU capitals allow you to live in the centre, park your car under your
home every night and get to the office in 5’ every morning.
Quality of life is good. You can find top level cuisine easily. It is important
to underline that, in my experience so far, security is extremely high.
Germany, Poland and other neighbouring destinations as well as many
beautiful areas of Czech Republic and Europe for skiing or hiking are
readily accessible.
What are the positive aspects of living in Prague and what would you
like to change?
The artistic beauties such as the Castle and all churches and museums,
together with the music concerts, are unparalleled strengths. The Czech
people are very cultivated. Especially young people speak English,
while the older generation speak German.
Have you found the support of the Czech Republic during the relocation
helpful?
Yes, Czech Republic has been doing its best in all respects regarding
benefits. Even our premises are top quality. In addition, I have very kind
Czech colleagues who are always ready to advise and support.
Would you recommend others to relocate to Prague?
Yes, if you have a young family, want to find very good schools, live in
a quiet and safe environment this is the place to be. All your friends will
envy you given Prague’s beauty and quality of life reputation.
Have you had good experience integrating into society here?
Many EU countries have significant national communities in Prague and
the Czech Republic. In fact, my neighbour comes from the same country
as I do! Imagine that I even found a fan club of my favourite football
team. The Czech business, institutional and university communities are
engaging us in initiatives.

Do you see yourself staying in Prague for a longer period of time?
I believe that all of the above are very good reasons to attract people and
to keep them here.
Has moving to Prague changed your life in profound ways?
No, my habits are mostly unchanged. When I go back home at night
and I pass by the castle, the streets, squares and monuments, I feel like
a tourist enjoying Prague. My work is already extremely fascinating
and engaging. The beauty of Prague makes it even more so. This did not
happen in my prior exciting jobs in other towns.

THE
BUILDING
We have found a perfect modern and open space building for
the new EBA seat which satisfies all of the required criteria and more.
The building is being built right now and it will be finished in the
beginning of the year 2019. It is located near the city centre right next
to a park and has available parking space. The building is accessible by
public transport, with tram and metro stations located within a short
walking distance. The Vaclav Havel airport is only a 25 minutes long
car drive away. It is a modern eco-friendly building with electric car
charging stations, bicycle facilities and a roof terrace. When we chose
the building we paid special attention to the safety of the employees and
security on the premises as well as the potential for EBA to grow and
expand in the future.

FOR
FAMILIES
AND
PARTNERS
Prague is a home to a great number of international firms
and has a low unemployment rate. There is a great demand among
companies for expats and native speakers. We are closely cooperating
with the Confederation of Industry of Czech Republic to ensure we can
provide spouses of EBA employees with desirable job opportunities
should they wish for them. Moreover the Czech Republic stands ready to
offer a series of benefits to both the employees and their families upon
relocation.
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