




Why a convention on 

violence against women 

and domestic violence? 
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1 in 3 women has 
experienced some 

form of physical 
and/or sexual 

abuse since the 
age of 15 

Source: EU Fundamental Rights Agency Survey 2014 



2 in 5 have 
experienced 

some form of 
psychological 

abuse 

Source: EU Fundamental Rights Agency Survey 2014 



75% of working 
women have 
experienced 

some form of 
harassment in 
their lifetime 

Source: EU Fundamental Rights Agency Survey 2014 



Women 
disproportionately 

affected by 
domestic violence, 

rape,  forced 
marriage, and 

sexual harassment 



…  
because of unequal  

power relations  
between women and men 

… 
rooted in social and cultural  
structures, norms and values 











How does the  
Istanbul Convention  

help to address  
these challenges? 
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It states the elimination  
of discrimination against women  

as one of its purposes 
(Article 1) 

…  

and contains provisions pursuing this aim  
as well as  empowering women 

(Articles 4, 6) 

 



Recognises the structural nature  
between violence against women,  

gender inequality and human rights  



Recognizes violence against women 
 as a violation of human rights 
and a form of discrimination 

(Article 3a) 



Contains  
– as the first international treaty –  

a definition of gender 
(Article 3c) 



Integrates the  
„due diligence standard“ 

(Article 5) 



Asks for a gender perspective  
to be taken when  

implementing  the Convention  
and evaluating measures 

(Article 6) 



Defines and establishes sanctions for 
specific forms  

of violence  

• Domestic violence (physical, sexual, psychological) 

•  Sexual assault and rape 

•  Stalking 

•  Sexual harassment 

•  Forced marriage 

•  Female genital mutilation 

•  Forced sterilisation and forced abortion 



Bans invoking  
honour, religion,  

culture or tradition  
as a justification for  

violence against women  
or domestic violence 



















How to do it? 

EFFECTIVE  
CO-OPERATION 

Judiciary NGOs 
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Who joined so far? 
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20 signatures: 
 
Belgium, Croatia, Estonia, Georgia, Germany, 
Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Lithuania, 
Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Romania, 
San Marino, Slovak Republic, Switzerland, the 
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, 
Ukraine and UK 

The Convention entered into force on 1 August, 2014 …  
And already 39 countries have signed or ratified  

 19 ratifications: Albania, Andorra, Austria, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Denmark, France, 
Finland, Italy, Malta, Monaco, Montenegro, 
Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Serbia, Spain, 
Sweden, Slovenia and Turkey 



How will the  
Istanbul Convention  

be monitored? 
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